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EMPLOYMENT _AND UNEMPLOYMENT -DECEMBSR QUARTER, 1940. 


The latest available statistics, from various sources, indicating 
the movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout Australia have been 
issued by the Acting Commonwealth Statistician. 

EMPLOYMENT. 

Employment in Factories: The number of persons employed in Aus- 
tralian factories in November, 1940 was 37.3% greater than in the pre-depression 
year 1928-29, and 9% greater than in the pre-war year 1938-39. 

A comparison of factory employment in November, 1940 (the latest 
month for which figures are available for all States) with November, 1939, shows 
the following estimated percentage changes for each State:- New South Wales, 
46.9; Victoria, +5.33 Queensland, +2.4; South Australia, +17.1; Western Aus- 
tralia, -0.9; Tasmania, +4.3. 

Hmployment in Retail Stores: The index number for Australia for 
the year 1939-40 indicates a 30.9% increase in employment since July, 1933 (the 
first date for which figures are available), and an 0.7% increase since 1938-39. 
When the growth of employee population is taken into account an increase is 
shown of 22.0% since July, 1933 and a decrease of 0.4% since 1938-39. 

A comparison of employment in retail stores in November, 1940 (the 
latest month for which figures are available for all States) with November, 
1939, shows the following estimated percentage changes:- New South Wales, +0.83 
Victoria, +0.7; Queensland, nil; South Australia, +5.4; Western Australia, 
nilzs Tasmania, nil; Australia, the d 

Total Employment: Between November, 1939 and November, 1940 
total employment in Australia is ostimated to have increased by approximately 
2.5 per cent. exclusive of persons engaged in Army, Navy and Air Forces. 

Detailed tables of various phases of employment as available for 


individuel States and the Commonwealth are appended. 


/MONTHLY 


MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT EXCLUDING WORKING PROPRIETORS (a). 





(Bases Average for year 1928-29 = 100). 
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Period Wales Victoria Queensland Tasmania — Unadjusted 


Index 

















Number of M.129,539 M. 98,068 M.35,581 M.29,014 M.46,039 M.315, 944 
EmpLoyees , F. 44,581 code bes E, Bsbo8 F. 6,362 F. 3,760 F 116,037 
1928-29 T2.74,120 T.149,266 T.43,436 MOO Tek, 199 T.431,981 
Index for - M. iis dle 
1926-27 LOS 5s), Broce k00.S 
1927-28 100.4 es 99.7 
1928-29 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 
1929-30 92.4 94.6 9560 
1930-31 Teh ioteckt 74.6 
1931-32 70.4 84.1 74.1 
*1932-33 Ti IS a 81.8 
1933-34 86.4 99.4 Sela 
1934-35 96.3 | 108.4 99.6 
1935-36 LOT.O PLL6.e 4. L094 
1936-37 114.4 | 121.2 | 116.3 
1937-38 122.9) | 228.0 Lteq.s 
1938-39 124.4 | 130.0 | 125.9 
1939-40 igaeo tose. o verse 
1938 - 
November AG AS fa fa og a Dy 
December Daksa OO tieGe 
1939 - 
January U26.9 fi2e.5:) 122.4 
February a4 OP iSh 2 1386.2 
March 125.6 | 134.0 | 127.9 





n.a. not available. 
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Period 


1939 - 
April 
May 
June 
July (a) 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


1940 - 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 


Number of 


Sample 
Percentage 


1938-39 


Avail- 


New South 
Wales 


Me jowe ews 
124 | 138 | 127] 132 | 430 | 134 | 141 
124 | 137| 127] 133 
124 | 136 | 127 | 134 
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124 
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Ae) 
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133 


Not aoa: 
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£33 
130 
125 
130 
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i352 
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138 
140 


able 
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Victoria 


Nisei) hee st 


123 
123 
124 
130 
132 
131 


Jeet 
134 
135 
£35 
133 
132 
wo 
131 
134 
oY 
fee) 


145 
142 
143 
146 
141 
141 
140 
140 
140 
144 
141 


100 


os 


ike 


Queensland 


M. 


127 | 134 on 
{iis i 


121. 
121 
123 
127 
125 
118 


108 
112 
115 
iS 
122 
125 
129 
“a2 
133 
129 
128 





F. | 
125 
128 
126, 
123 
127 
129 
129 
136 
134 
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132 
148 
131 
133 | 
129 
128 
133 
133 
137 
139 


150 
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113 
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120 
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122 
124 
127 
127 
121 


Ei 
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124 
125 
129 
132 
i332 
130 
130 


MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT EXCLUDING 
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South Western 
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104 
103 
103 
109 
117 
118 
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146 
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145 
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WORKING PROPRIETORS (a). 


Index divided by 
Index of Employee 
Population 


NM. 
124, 
sey 
124, 
Altes 
aAlZAO)e 
L2Or 
124; 
L25%. 
denis 


AST 
125. 
127, 
La. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
128. 
£30. 
dod 


133.2 


Unadjusted | 
Index 


eens E 

132.0 | 126.4 
130.3 | 126.5 
2| 128.5 | 125.3 
g| 126.8 
4| 127.3 
6 | 130.6 
4 | 134.5 
11 140,4 
9 | 139.6 






3 
0 






0} 144.3 
6 | 143.2 
2| 146.4 
8} 146.0 
O | 140.7 
6 | 142.6 
G3) 9242359 
rh La 0 
3°} 145.5 
eke Oe) 
148.8 
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(a) After June, 1939, indexes are based on sample returns, and male and female indexes for Australia are calculated on the assumption 
that the change in masculinity in the six States is equal to the change in the five States other than New South Wales, for which 


State sample masculinity figures are not available. 
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MONTHLY INDEX OF 2i.PLOYNMENT IN RETAIL STORES. 


(Base: July, 1933 = 100) 























ere ee 
| H Australia 
New South | Western j Index 
Month South rail Ol Aust- | Aust- Tas~ | Unad- | divided by 
Tales ae am telie |. relia | ot? re Sie ie 
ndex ploye 
| eit a>. Population 
Index for - 
1935-36 118 130 110 412 116.2 
1936-37 124 ey 115 119 E20 ok 
1937-38 130 141 16. 118 EP? 
1938-39 132 142 116 133 12265 
1939-40 132 144 115 139 122.0 
1938 - 
November 132 146 116 130 Lesue 
December 148 165 131 146 133.23 
1939 - 
January 129 142 120 137 ped See 
February 134 141 14:3 134 12202 
March 129 139 L143 132 119.6 
April 129 739 113 133 AES aay, 
May 132 141 ai 134 120.8 
June 130 142 123 138 121.4 
July 133 138 119 138 gad Boy 
August 129 137 114 134 118.7 
September 129 137 uti Ua 33 118.4 
October 130 141 141 i365 119.07 
November £33 147 113 139 122.9 
December 148 165 125 154 Ce 
1940 - 
January 432 144 118 144 122.0 
February 135 £39 ie) 138 121.0 
March 131 140 116 oot 119.6 
April AS 144 445 EST 120.4 
May 130 145 114 139 Rie Pee 
June 130 149 1414 138 126 
July ree 142 116 138 - 
August 130 140 1a 137 - 
September 129 142 113 LS, - 
October 130 143 110 138 » 
November _ 134 148 113 139 - 
| Number of 
Establishments yas 
Bg Puri shine 599 102 69 14 939 939 
— returns AS sy Ses 


HUPLOYMENT IN N#W SOUTH WALES. 


“lorking from the basis of the results of the Census of 30th June, 1933, and 
from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax and returns 
tollected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South Vales has 
ae the following table which shows the approximate number of persons employed in 

ew South Wales in the middle week of the months specified. 








NEW SOUTH WALES - DMPL.OM, Ne 


Tho nunibers show below exclude rationed rcolic? workers and men in the Arny, 
Rovy end Air Forccs. 











Totel in} -Total az Numbes Bi voloyed by Employers with 
Month bos Private |Employed prnvan onl Ov more EUS EELE oe 
Employ- in Fec- “ean. | Retail | Wholesale |Offices & 
-ment _|tories(b)| "7" "| ee ee 


£933 994,273 | 477,577 | 139,744 15,504 28,544 17,625 20, 340 

















| 
r 
1934 639,646 | 518,645 | 162,709 (ay 4 te) (2) (2) 
4935 694,815 |567,110 | 182,200; (a) | (a) (2) (a) 
1936 741,934 | 613,631 | 199,200 | 48,995 | 47,653 | 22,792 | 25,543 
1937 800,405 | 652,947 | 216,900 | 18,555 | ae 877 | 24,808 | 24,857 
1938 839,511 | 688,881 | 229,000 20,980) 51,924 25,212 26,297 
1939 631,555 | 678,577 | 229,000 | 20,873 | 4,667 25,218) 27277 
1939 - November 856,861 | 706,469 | 236,700 21,034 | 52,658! 26,200] 29,088 
1940 - January .. | 851,355 | 699,981 | 235,900 | 20,783] 52,372] 25,614 | 29,158 
February 859,409 | 206,638 | 237,300 | 21,041 | 53, 602] 25,674 | 29,553 
March (c).. | 865,691 | 712,285 | 241,300 | 21,937| 52,062 25,963 29,276 
Rorv le). ; 852,131 | 698,374 | 235,300 ee 51.406 25 , 927 29,030 
Mey (c) .. | 837,120 | 682,538 | 225,700 | 20,559 a .799| 25,732} 28,028 
June... | 856,446 | 700,155 | 234,500 | 21,128 1,622| 25,874 | 28,714 
July .. | 865,142 | 708,294 | 239,900 | 21,110 ay 112) 25,88h | oeoa0n 
August .. | 872,026 | 714,688 | 243,900 | 21,01%] 51,728] 25,9241 29,100 
September 875,726 | 719,777 | 246,200 | 21,135} 51,382] 25,873 | 29,246 
October .. | 882,161 | 724,971 | 249,600 | 21,275] 52,600! 25,830} 30,051 
November g85,808 | 728,178 | 252,500 | 21,240! 53,199] 26,028] 30,452 
aoe E aa asm a ee ee ee eee aw ee 
(2) Comparable figures not evailable. (b) Factory emeloyment estimated 
since July, 1939 subject to revision. (c) Includes mine employees idle 


owing to an industrial dispute. 


EMPLOYMENT IN QUEENSLAN)). 


The figures in the following tabl>2 have been compiled by the Director of the 
Bureau of Industry of Queensland from census results, unomployed insurance contributions, 
workers' compensation records, and shop and fectory returns. The table gives a compre- 
hensive statement of ell persons in work (other than relief work) in Queensland, whether 
‘as employees, Employers, or independent workers. 


QUEENSLAND => EVPLOYMGNT. 























be oe ___Numbers in Work See aceee 
’ Employers | | 5 
Period and Workers Employees | Workixg for Total 
on own No Wages 
account Eee (OR a ae Oe Ae Res ny 
Average - 1928-29 86,300 204,400 | 9,100 299,800 
| 1933-34 94,700 194,700 | 2,600 299,000 
1934-35 96,800 214,500 | 9,700 321,000 
| 1935-36 98,900 223,500 9,200 332,300 
| 1936-37 100,900 234,500 | 4.0, 100 345,500 
1937-38 103,000 245, 800 10,300 359,400 
| 1938-39 105,100 257,700 | 410,500 373,300 
1939-40 106,800 264,500 | 10,600 381,900 
Three months ended - 
January - 1940 106, 700 264,200 | 10,600 381,500 
| February n 106,900 267,500 |! 40,600 385,000 
| March 107,000 | 268,300 | 10,600 385,900 
April 107,100 267,800 | 10,600 385,500 
| May 107,100 265,800 | 10,600 283,500 
June 107,000 267,500 10,700 385,200 
| July 106,800 |- 265,100 10,700 | 382,600 
August 106,700 | 262,800 10,700 | 380,200 
| September 106,700 |! 262,200 | 10,700 | 379,600 
October 106,800 263,000 } 40, '700 380,500 
November 106,900 263,700 | 10.300 | 381,400 _ 
1, The teble covers the whole of the working population. 2. The figures ee three- 


monthly periods hawe been corrected for seasonal variation. 3. The figures heve 
been revised for the period since September, 1939 to take account of enlistments. 
Enlisted men heve been excluded from the ares of envployment, and adjustments 
have been made to allow for the effect on employment of home-defence training. 


TASMANIA - EMPLOYMENT. 


The following table compiled from the wages tax returns of private 
employers in respect of their employees, whether subject to or not subject to tax, and 
from returns of Commonwealth, State and Locel Government employment, gives the best 
measure available of the course of total employment in Tasmania. From July, 1940, 
_" employment in private industry is estimated from monthly figures collected by 
.° Deputy Statistician and not from wages tax returns. 





Total Hmployment 
Public and Private 


Period 


1937-38 0 12,406 | 44,582 
1938-39 12,367 | 48,421 
1939-40 12,697 | 50,384 







1939-40 - 
July ar 12,048 | 47,336 
August aa lide el oel Eh Lae 
September .. ig,00e | 215196 
October  .. 12,613 | 48,875 
November .. 12,635 | 49,638 
December .. | : 12,915 | 51,042 
January 49 BAY oe Koji parsy vic af Be) 
February o« 13,044 | 52,727 
Merch . 13,096 | 53,185 
April ae 4 13,099) 54,852 
May o° 13,054 | 52,083 
June ee 12,555 | 49,543 





















1940-41 - 
July bY 12,256 | 48,174 
August AA 11,959 | 48,283 
September .. 4 11,994 | 49,082 
October .. 12,076 | 49,784 
November .. a7) 11,778 | 49,742 





Notes. 


1. For periods up to June, 1939, the figures in the table are a virtually complete 
record of total employment. They are a combination of monthly figures received 
currently and annually, covering both private and public employment. They are de- 
: ficient only to the inappreciable extent that some relief and other intermittent 

workers «nd domestic workers in private homes are not covered by the monthly returns. 
| On the other hand, to the extent that they embrace the majority of workers subject to 
| intermittent employment over the whole yoar, they reflect fully the seasonal and all 
| other influences upon employment in Tasmanic. 


2, From July, 1939 the figures are estimates based upon the current monthly movenents 
of cll public euthority employment end of cbout 44 per cent. of total private employ- 
ment. For a given month the figure of totel private employment of the corresponding 
month of the previous year is changed in the ratio of the change of the current figure 
of private employment. The indication of the position for all employment in 
Tesmania given by this technical procedure must be read in the light of other indi- 


| cations of current change. 
: 


/UNEMPLOYMENT 


UNH. PLOYVANT. 
The percontages of recorded unemployment among members of reporting Trade 
Unions for Australis as 2 whole are given below for the June qucrtcr of 1932, when 


unomployment was at its maximum and for cach quarter from December, 1935 onwards. 


AUSTRALIA. 


1932 - June quartcr asa 3G.0 per cent. 

1935 =- December Quartor re 13.7 per cent. 

1936 - March quarter 2% 13.4 per cent. 
June we io. : 
September " ae ee a : 
December a5 LOK 2! : 

1937 =- Merch quarter ae 9.9 per cent. 
June " ea 9. Wy " w 
September " ne Bad ' 
December 4 2% goe " a 

1938 = March querter °° 8.0 per cent. 
June sy at Boor) _ 
September " ee eee _ 
December a oe Bs9° * . 

1939 - March quarter aa 9.6 per cent. 
* June . ee oSoe * 
September " oe 1056, 4 - 
December : oe ce ee i 

1940 - March quarter ae 7.9 per cent. 
June . RE a CSO ah a 
September " ave i sy 
December 5 an Ge: re 

The figures refor to the mid-month of cach quarter, and the conditions 


at the middle of that month. Consequently, the latest quartcrly figures referred to 
heroin relate to the middle of November, 1940. 
Tho usual tables for Trade Union Unemploymont cre apponded. 
AUSTRALIA. 
Nunber ond Membership of Trade Unions Reporting and Number 
end Porcentage of Unerployed - March quarter, ied 
to Decomber quarter, 1940. — 


De- 
cember 
Quarter 


June June 
Australia Quarter |Quarter 
1952 >} 2933 
Number of Unions 396 
Membership 
Unemployed - 
Number 
Percentage 


me ee 





Although the unions reporting cre not identical in successive quartors and 
the numbers vary slightly, it is evident that there has been a substantial increase in 
membership concurrently with the decrease in nunbers reported as unemployed. The 
returns relote to unions which embrace between 20 per cent. and 25 per cent. of wage 
ecrners and for sore States these constitute a more representative sample than for 
others. The table which follows, therefore, should not be reed as indicating the re- 
lstive degree of unemployment among unionists in the individucl States but as an 
indicction of trend of unemployment among such unionists from quarter to querter as 
reported by Secrotaries of Trade Unions. 


/STATES . 


STATES. 


Percentage of iiembers of Trade Unions Reported _as Unemployed in each 
State _: March quarter, 1929 to December quarter, 1940. 








tenia 








ee ee cet a: er re rc ae ee er ee 





en me ee ee er ae re rr a 





Septe 











| March | June June . December | Merch , June mber | December 
State Quarter | Quarter Quarter | Quarter | Quarter |Quarter | Quarter Quarter 
1929 } 1932 1933 | 1939 1940 | 1940 1940 1940 4 
oe Cie aa be ae Tr Soo a aa Te 
fp i je | ¢ ie ie 
New South Wales .. eal! | Boles 29.6 | 9.8 8.5 
Victoria 36 8.6 Pol P38} 40) 5.9 4.3 
Jueensland a Tl feo ere 66. JUN P aa 
\ | 
South Australia .. Vere ome 30.0 6.6 4.7 
Western Australia 825. 4. 36.3. | 86.0 6.0 4.0 
Tasmania Hee 10.9 Zilkee 18.4 4.6 (es 
AUSTRALIA: 93 30.0 Aerei Tl | 7.4 | Grtcomet 











fremteeer err ern emeerer eee 











(a) In June quarter, 1940, coalmining employees out of work owing to the industrial 
dispute were excluded from the tabulation, but persons in other industries in- 
directly unemployed owing to the dispute were included. 


S. R. CARVER 
Acting Commonwealth Statistician. 
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| CANBERRA, A.C.T. 24th January, 1941. 


